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was Edinburgh's turn to show its godly zeal, the occasion being
Mary's ceremonial entry into the city, when pageants greeted
her as they had greeted Elizabeth three years before in London.
One was a bonny bairn coming as it were from Heaven out of a
round globe, to present her with a Bible, a psalter, and the keys
of the city. Another pageant showed Korah, Dathan, and
Abirarn being burnt in the time of their sacrifice, as a terrible
signification of the vengeance of God upon idolaters. The citi-
zens had intended to burn a wooden effigy of a priest, arrayed
in robes at the altar and in the act of elevating the Host. The
Earl of Huntly stayed that pageant.

Meanwhile John Knox was thundering out of his pulpit, and
Randolph feared nothing so much as that one day he would mar
all. cHe ruleth the roost, and of him all men stand in fear -
would God you knew how much/ One Mass, declared Knox,
on the second Sunday after Mary's arrival, was more fearful to
him than if ten thousand armed enemies were landed in the
realm to suppress their religion. Mary resolved to see the intre-
pid preacher. It was vain: her arts and fascination, even her
authority, were lost on him. He * knocked so hastily upon her
heart' that he made her weep, as much in anger as grief. The
opinion he formed of her at the interview was as clear and con-
fident as the words he then spoke:e If there be not in her a proud
mind, a crafty wit, and an indurate heart against God and his
truth, my judgement faileth me.'

Sorrow, humiliation, and anger paved the way that Mary
was forced to tread. She, however, had this advantage, that
time and patience were on her side. Knox noticed how each
Protestant lord bristled at the spectacle of the Mass when first
he came to Court, yet after a while quietened down as others had
done before him. A godly man said to a new arrival: cMy lord,
now ye are come, and almost the last of all the rest; and I per-
ceive by your anger that the fire-edge is not off you yet. But I
fear that after the holy water of the Court be sprinkled upon
you, ye shall become as temperate as the rest; for I have been
here now five days, and at the first I heard every man say, "Let
us hang the priest", but after that they had been twice or thrice